SEMINAR OUTLINE

"The Divorce Process"

By Charles F. Vuotto, Esq.

I. CLIENT/ATTORNEY PARTNERSHIP

A. Preparation for Initial Meeting With Attorney:

OPlace Emotions in Perspective

1. The client should be reassured that feelings of insecurity,
anger, guilt and anxiety about the future are common but are not taken into
consideration by the court.

2. If the client wishes to discuss these feelings, or is ambivalent or
concerned about possible reconciliation, future vocational plans, finances or
emotional adjustment of children, the attorney should give the client a list of
marriage counsellors or other mental health professionals.

[OMake a List of Goals in Order of Priority
1. Children
2. Support
3. Alimony
4. Property

OPrepare a Detailed Marital History

1. Providing this information will permit the attorney to commence
his work quickly.

2. Provide the specifics concerning the date that you met your
spouse, courted, and became engaged.

3. Provide the specifics of the marriage (date, place, civil or
religious ceremony).

4. Provide a narrative of the major events during the course of the

marriage.

5. Provide a specific delineation of the events leading to the
breakdown of the marriage.

6. The client should provide information concerning any emotional
or physical problems of the children and their educational and custodial
status. If custody is an issue, the client should be questioned as to whether
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the children have a preference. The ages of the children will have a bearing on
the weight given by the court to the preference of the children.

7. Provide the full names and addresses of all witnesses to any key
events delineated within your marital history and a summary of what each
witness personally saw.

8. Discuss with the attorney the facts you think are most

important.

9. Retain a copy of what you provide to your attorney.

OGather Information and Documents

1. The client should collect all records available including but not
limited to:

(a) Personal and business tax returns for the last 5 years.

(b) Monthly statements for all checking and savings accounts
along with canceled checks and deposit slips.

(c) Any and all personal financial statements or loan or mortgage
applications made by either party within the last S years.

(d) Copies of wills.

(e) Copies of investment statements for the last 5 years.

() Copies of most recent retirement benefits statements.

(g) Copies of any real estate, jewelry or other appraisals.

(h) Copies of the deed to the marital home or any other residences.

(i The outstanding balances of any mortgages or other debts
owed.

(j) Copies of any credit card statements for the last 5 years on any
credit cards maintained by either party.

(k) Copy of marriage certificate.

2. Provide your full name and your spouse's full name exactly as
they appear on the marriage certificate.

Provide your complete address as well as the complete address of your
spouse including telephone numbers.

3. Provide a physical description of your spouse for service of
process.

4. Provide the full names and birth dates of all children.

5. Provide a list of all assets, how said assets are owned, held or
titled, the date of purchase or acquisition, the purchase or acquisition cost,
current liens or encumbrances against said assets and whether or not all or
any part of said assets were acquired by gift or inheritance by one's spouse or
acquired prior to the marriage or with pre-marital funds.

6. Current income information including each spouse's last 3
paystubs and an explanation of any deductions from the pay.
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